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 THE LGA EDWARD J. FINNEGAN ELIZABETH D. WHITING AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE recognizes an individual in the Commonwealth of Virginia who has made significant contributions to 
local government law or the Local Government Attorneys of Virginia, Inc. The 2025 recipient, Lola Rodriguez 
Perkins, epitomizes excellence in service. 
 

 LOLA HAS DEVOTED HER CAREER TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT. Prior to becoming the first in-house 
Surry County Attorney, Lola served as an Assistant County Attorney for Chesterfield, Spotsylvania, and James City 
Counties, and as a Senior Deputy Attorney for Hampton City. Other associations have benefitted from her 
knowledge, work, experience, and charm. She enhances the local government attorney perspective as a member of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia Freedom of Information Act Advisory Council, the Virginia State Bar Lawyer 
Population Study Committee, the Virginia State Bar Entry, Growth, and Distribution of Virginia Attorneys Study 
Committee, and as a speaker at the Virginia Mayors Institute training.   
 

 HER DEVOTION TO LGA includes serving on the LGA Board of Directors as a member, and in the 
executive roles of Secretary, Treasurer, Vice President, President, and Past President; and on multiple committees, 
including Publications, Awards, Conferences, Nominating, Law School Liaison, Executive Director Search, and a 
founding member of Belonging Equity Diversity and Inclusion. In addition, Lola has shared her knowledge and 
expertise as a speaker and moderator at numerous LGA Conferences. As president during COVID, she kept virtual 
attendees engaged by donning multiple wigs. She not only focuses on strengthening LGA’s current membership, but 
she also supports the organization’s next generation of lawyers through mentorship and leadership support. When 
there is a need for assistance and action, Lola doesn’t know how to say no; she always volunteers with a smile. In 
addition, Lola has dedicated herself to her community and family. She is the Education Advisor to the Gamma Phi 
Beta Sorority and the William and Mary Chapter Advisor for the Gamma Phi Beta International Sorority.   
 

 LOLA IS KIND, GENEROUS, AND SHE IS THE PROTOTYPE OF PROFESSIONALISM, HONOR, 
INTEGRITY, AND ETHICS. Lola is always willing to help fellow local government attorneys – both young and not 
so young, freely sharing her knowledge, experience, friendship encouragement, and good humor. Her assistance and 
perception are extremely valuable to clients and colleagues earning her respect within the profession. Lola has 
enhanced and promoted local government law as a profession and the association as a premier legal organization. 
During her distinguished career, Lola has served LGA with the same commitment, dedication, and enthusiasm 
exhibited by Ed and Liz, the members after whom this award was named. Her commitment to bettering local 
government and the profession exemplifies the commitment to excellence in public service that is recognized by this 
award. 
 

THEREFORE, as a commendation of her professional achievements in and dedication to local government 
law, the legal profession, and her community, the Local Government Attorneys of Virginia, Inc., on the 31st day of 

October 2025, is pleased to honor and bestow the 2025 EDWARD J. FINNEGAN ELIZABETH D. 

WHITING AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE UPON LOLA RODRIGUEZ PERKINS.  


