
      

Dan River Region 2011 Social Capital Survey  
 

Key Takeaways 

For the 2011 Dan River Region Social Capital Survey, the University of Virginia’s Center for 
Survey Research (CSR) was tasked with four major purposes: 

 To measure how people feel about the region and their future in it. 
 To measure people’s attachment to their community. 
 To measure the region’s social capital which includes civic engagement, political 

involvement and connectedness to the community and serves as an indication of 
community strength and vitality. 

 To compare current results with the baseline results gathered in the 2009 survey, also 
conducted by CSR. 

Using the most current survey technologies, CSR staff completed 1,140 telephone interviews, 
analyzed the data, and prepared a full report.   

The key takeaways from their findings include: 

 The 2011 survey included a larger number of newcomers to the Dan River Region.  As 
newcomers do not start out with a strong community attachment, the sense of 
belonging to the community declined somewhat.  Taking these factors into account, the 
overall level of social capital continues to be fairly strong in terms of community 
attachment, social interaction with neighbors and the region, and religious 
involvement.  However, there is need of development in areas of civic engagement – 
ways in which residents take part in the community - such as volunteering or 
participating in community organizations (Executive Summary). 
 

 Compared to 2009, respondents are more optimistic when they think about the quality of 
life in the region in the future (Chapter 2). 
 

 Compared to 2009, respondents are less nostalgic when they reflect back on the quality 
of life in the region in the past (Chapter 2). 
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 Although most measures of community attachment, such as feelings of having a lot in 
common with one’s community, did not much vary from 2009, one specific indicator – 
"it's important for me to feel a part of the community in which I live" – went down 
significantly.   This is in part due to the decreasing length of residence in Danville of 
the average survey respondent (Chapter 3). 
 

 Since 2009, there have been some improvements in general perceptions of crime and 
personal safety, particularly at night and in public shopping areas (Chapter 3). 
 

 Since 2009, concerns about challenges to youth posed by gangs and drugs in schools 
have declined (Chapter 7). 
 

 More than four out of five members of the community continue to perceive their overall 
health as “good” or “better” (Chapter 8). This is similar to the figure reported in 
2009. 
 

 In the opinion of our respondents, the biggest challenge affecting children and youth in 
the Dan River Region is the lack of jobs, though this was less of a concern in 2011 
than 2009 (Chapter 9). 
 

 Respondents showed strong support for quality education and youth education programs 
to provide a better quality of life for their children and youth (Chapter 9).   

Links to the full report, executive summary and key takeaways are available at 
www.drfonline.org.     

For more information concerning this study, please contact DRF President and CEO Karl 
Stauber at 434-799-2176 or kstauber@drfonline.org.  The Dan River Region Social Capital 
Survey Project Manager at the Center for Survey Research, Pete Furia, is available for questions 
at 434-243-5228 or paf4n@virginia.edu.   

 

 


